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CATERHMl  AND  WARLIN&HAJ/I 
URBA^I  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

annual  report 


OF 

THE  USDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
3 968 


Public  Health  Department, 
Pelham  House, 

54  Harestone  Valley  Road, 
Cater ham,  Surrey. 

CR3  6HE. 


July  1969. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caterham  and 
Warlingham  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Uentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1968,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  I/69. 

The  health  of  the  district  remains  good  and  the  vital 
statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  coimtry  as  a whole. 

The  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1968, 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October.  These  Regulations  added  tetanus, 
yellow  fever  and  leptospirosis  to  the  list  of  diseases  to  be  notified, 
infective  jaundice  having  been  made  notifiable  earlier  in  the  year. 

This  is  an  important  group  of  diseases,  although,  apart  from  infective 
jaundice,  they  are  uncommon.  Yellow  fever  is  rare  but  could  be 
introduced  into  this  coxmtry  by  air  transport.  Notification  will  help 
to  concrol  these  diseases. 

A measles  vaccination  campaign  was  started  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles  (7l)  was  one  of  the  lowest  in  recent  years. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  advice  and  support  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
efficiency  and  helpfulness  at  all  times. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.B. NORWOOD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AI^  SO_mL  CONDITIONS  OF  TliK  AREA^ 


Area  (in  acres)  8^233 

Population  - Census  1961  34^869 

Registrar  G-eneral's  estimate  of  population  - 

mid  1968  37,430 

Number  of  occupied  houses  - December  1968 

(estimated)  10,500 

Rateable  value  - December  1968  £ 1,610,033 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimated)  £ 6,350 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

p. 

Live  Births 

526 

Live  Births  - Legitimate 

256 

2iA 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Birth  Illegitimate 

15 

11 

population 

13.8* 

(England  and  Wales 

16.9) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  4.9  ^ 

F. 

Still  Births 

7 

Still  Births  - Legitimate 

3 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Still  Births  - Illegitimate 

1 

total  Live  and  Still 

Births 

13.0 

(England  and  Wales) 

]4.0) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

533 

M. 

F. 

Infant  Deaths 

6 

Infant  Deaths  - Legitimate 

4 

1 

(deaths  under  one  year) 

Infant  Deaths  - Illegitimate 

1 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  irifant  deaths  per  1, 

000  total 

live  births  

11 

.0 

(England  and  Wales  18. O) 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1, 

000  legitimate  live  births  . . 

10 

.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  38.5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live 

births)  7»6 

(England  and  Wales  12.3) 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  v/eek  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  5»7 

(England  and  Vifales  10.5) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  londer  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  19.0 

(England  and  Wales  25. O) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil  Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and 

Still  Births  - 

(England  and  V/ales  0.24) 

M.  Pc 

Deaths  375  176  19: 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population  10.2’*' 

(England  and  Wales  11.9) 

* Corrected 
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EI^iTHS 


During  the  year  526  live  births  were  registered,  being  12  less 
than  last  year's  total.  The  rate  per  thousand  yepulation  was  13«8 

comparing  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  16,9. 


During  the  3/-ear  375  deaths  were  registered,  this  being  58  more 
than  the  figure  for  1567,»  the  rate  per  thousand  being  10,2.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  11,9.  The  infant  mortality’’  rate  was  11.0  which  is 
well  below  the  figure  of  18.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  list  of  deaths, 
classified  under  the  headings  based  on  the  new  international  abbreviated 
list,  is  shown  on  page  5, 


STILLBIRTHS 

Seven  stillbirths  occurred  during  1968,  compared  with  six  in 
1967.  The  main  causes  are  shovm  hereunder* 


Abruption  of  placenta  1 
Anoxia  1 
Asphyxia  1 


Haemorrhage  1 
Hydrops  foetales  1 
Macerated  stillbirth  1 
Prematurity  1 


INPAMT  MORTALITY 


Niomber  of 

deaths 

occurring  in 

infants 

under  one  year 

of  age 

past  ten 

years : 

1959 

• • • 

12 

1964 

• ♦ • 

15 

i960 

• • • 

11 

1965 

• • • 

11 

1961 

• • • 

11 

1966 

• • • 

9 

1962 

• 0 • 

7 

1967 

• • • 

6 

1963 

• • • 

8 

1968 

• • • 

6 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Asphyori-a  1 
Broncho -pneumonia  1 
Congeni tal  aonormality  1 


Pulmonary  collapse 
Prematurity 


1 

2 


SUMMARY  OP  BgJH.  IMF  AM*  MORTALITY  AND  DEATH  RATES 
>0R'tHE  past  ten  YE/diS 


r 

i 

I 

i 


I 


i 


j 


Year 

Births 

(Corrected) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Deaths 

(Correcte 

1959 

..  17.1 

• • • 

20.9 

• • • 

10.8 

I960 

17.3 

• • • 

18.9 

• • • 

9.3 

1961 

..  16.2 

• • • 

20.1 

• • • 

10.0 

1962 

..  17.8 

• • • 

11.7 

• • • 

10.1 

1963 

..  16.0 

• • • 

13.9 

• • • 

10.4 

1964 

..  14.2 

• • • 

28.5 

• • • 

9.5 

1965 

..  15.0 

• « • 

19.6 

• • • 

9.9 

1966 

• • 3^4-*^ 

• • • 

16.6 

• • • 

9.9 

1967 

• . 14. 3 

• • • 

11.0 

# • • 

8.7 

1968 

13.8 

• • • 

11.0 

• • • 

10.2 

i 
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CAJ^JCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  during  1968  was  77» 
which  is  the  highest  nviniber  ever  recorded  in  this  District.  The  rate  per 
1,000  population  is  2.1  which  is  just  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Y/ales 
of  2.3*  16,9^  of  local  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus, 

a decrease  of  Q.3%  over  the  1967  figure,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  population 
of  0.35  compared  with  a rate  of  0.59  for  England  and  Y/ales.  This  is  to  a 
large  extent  a preventable  condition  as  it  has  been  shown  to  be  associated 
with  prolonged  and  heavy  cigarette  smoking. 

Those  who  find  they  cannot  give  up  smoking  should  have  a yearly 
chest  X-ray  taken.  The  facilities  available  for  this  are  given  on  page  12 
of  this  report  and  anyone  over  16  years  of  age  can  attend.  The  mental 
relief  of  a negative  diagnosis  is  very  considerable  but  if  some  chest 
condition  is  present,  treatment  at  an  early  stage  has  the  best  chance  of 
being  successful. 

The  main  sites  of  fatal  cancer,  together  v/ith  sex  and  age 
distribution,  are  shown  in  the  table  of  deaths  on  page  5» 

Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of 
cancer,  together  with  the  rate  per  1,000  population,  during  the  past  ten 
years 


Year 

Deaths 

■ 

. 

Rate  per 
1,000  population 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1958 

36 

30 

66 

1.90 

1959 

28 

32 

60 

1.74 

I960 

32 

26 

58 

1.66 

1961 

37 

34 

71 

2.02 

1962 

32 

34 

66 

1.88 

1963 

31 

31 

62 

1.75 

1964 

42 

22 

64 

1.76 

1965 

29 

30 

59 

1.64 

1966 

35 

34 

69 

1.60 

1967 

27 

32 

59 

1.59 

1968 

34 

43 

77 

2.06 

1 

HEART  i^jnRCULATORY  DISEASE 

Diseases  under  the  above  classification,  as  usual,  were  the 
principal  cause  of  death  and  accounted  for  183  deaths;  the  death 
rate  per.  1,000  population  being  4.89» 
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NOTIFMLE  DISEi\SES 


! 


i 


sqq.-D3ci  x'Bq.oj; 


I I I 1 I 1 t I I 

tvj 


o 

•H 

<U 

•H 

■¥> 

O 

a 

m 

Q) 

CQ 

cO 

O 

o 

u 

o 

,9 


to 

d 


X'Gq.Tdsoq  oq.  psAorasjt 
gosBO  JO  Joqnmu  l"oq.oj 


HV£>  I 1 ! I 


iii'eq§tiTpxo_f.\ 


0ji33poq.vft:[/i 


uopTtjqo 


q.ss£  ui’oqSuTpa’B/Ji 


q.S'ea  ra'cqSu-tqj'B/,!^ 
qqnos  weqasj'so 


qS-Oa  IH'BqJCSq.'BQ 


to 

cfl 

0 

{>5 


to 

o 

W) 

0 

M 

c3 

•P 

<A 


q.ss£;V  TH'Bqaaq.'BO 

qsT3g;-qq.Jo^  ra'sqaoq.'BO 
p^qrifeDq-'spsoasam'eq  - 

•OUT  qs3/^^qq.aoj^  moquoqoo 


u/AotD^  oSy 


aQAO  yuv  ■^'9 


■*79  - 
W’^'^z 


W 


5l 

oT 


i I I 1 (M  H 


fS.  I 1 I H I 


.♦  I f H lA  1 


CM  1 H I 


I I 


I I 


I H 


to  1 H 1 

1 i 

1 

-4- 

O I tCN  CM 
pH 

1 1 

1 

Pr 

Q 1 pH  pH 
pH 

t H 

I 

LA 

pH 

» ! I I LO,  I I I 1 


H H I ON  1 m I I 


I I H 1 H 1 CM  H I 

PH 

r-  1 I ir;*  l I 

fi  — ^ pH 


t I I > I I t I I 

CM  iH  I CM  I I I H 1 


H I H H I I I CM  I 


ON  CM  I I — I I (H  rH  rH 


_;i-  I H (H  iH  H H I 


H I I UN  I I I 1 1 


"T 

Si 

1 

NN 
I — I 


CM  i UN 


H I (ON 


1 r^ 


fH 

I 

I 

iH 

I 

I 


NO 


(ON 

iH 


NO 


rH 

CO 


NO 


UN 


CM 


CO 

a 

u 

o 

rH 
I — I 

<4 


O a 

CM 

J 

1 NN 

I 

1 

1 

H CM 

CM 

-4 

■*7  - ^ 

1 

1 I 

I 

CM 

1 

1 

I H 

o 

NN 

2 - T 

I 

CM  1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I H 

1 

-d- 

pH 

CM 

xq&£ 

T jspun 

I 

1 

I 

i rH 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 H 

, 

VO 

GO 

1 

pH 

0 

i-l  UN  NN  NO  -4 

1 — 1 

I 

9 

I 

iH  UN 

ON  ' 

•p 

pH 

t)0 

CM 

pH 

<i5 

g3 

c3 

J — 1 

d 

d 

J>>  o 

d 

d 

o 

a 

CO 

0 

O 

r^ 

d 

1 

d 

o 

w 

to 

•H 

ft 

P 

CO 

•H 

i 

p 

5P  a 

1 

Si 

) 

*pj 

q d 

u 

d fiO 

H 

CO 

i 

tlO 

•H  c5 

0 

M 

0 d 

&H 

H 

ri 

f> 

•fH 

!>  O 

Q 

« 

i 

•H 

to 

o 

0 

CO 

0 O 

S 

I 

d 

>, 

Qo 

to  0 

cS 

ft 

o 

ft 

M 

0 

a 

rH 

•pl 

'd 

rH 

I 

I 

a 

fl) 

0 

O -H 

GO 

2 

p 

d 

nd  d 

P 

ft 

ft  P 

0 

o 

0 

•H  -H 

1 

i 

0 

d 

•rH 

o 

rH 

3 

pH 

d 

O ft 

t 

p 

0 

CO 

■d  0 

CO 

p 

u 

0 

si  o 

d 

CO 

O Cy 

cC 

0 

c5 

ft  o 

\ 

o 

o 2 

0 

o 

Sul 

I 

« 

w 

ft  H 

s 

H 

CO 

H 

ft 

7 


8. 


ggVALENCE  AM)  COMTROL  OF  II^ECTIOUS 
■ DIfiEASES. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (lATFBCTIOUS  DISEASES)  REGULATIONS.  1968. 


These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  October  1968.  The 
principal  changes  from  the  earlier  Regulations  are:- 

(i)  The  obligation  to  notify  a case  of  infectious  disease 
now  rests  solely  on  the  medical  practitioner  attending 
the  patient. 

(ii)  Changes  and  additions  are  made  to  the  list  of  diseases 
which  are  to  be  notified.  These  changes  are:- 

(a)  Diseases  no  longer  to  be  notified; 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 
Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
Membranous  croup 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Acute  rheumatism 
Erysipelas. 

(b)  Additional  diseases  now  to  be  notified; 

Tetanus 
Yellow  fever 
Leptospirosis 

(iii)  The  powers  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a district 
have  been  extended  to  allov?  him  to  vaccinate  or  immunise, 
without  charge,  contacts  of  persons  suffering  from  certain 
additional  diseases  if  he  considers  it  in  the  public 
interest,  and  if  the  contact  is  agreeable. 

(iv)  All  documents  relating  to  notifications  are  to  be  treated 
as  confidential  and  shall  be  sent  in  such  a manner  that 
their  contents  cannot  be  read  during  transmission. 

(v)  The  pov/ers  of  a Local  Authority  to  require  a person  to 
stop  work  in  order  to  prevent  spread  of  infection  are 
extended  to  permit  action  in  cases  of  food  poisoning. 


DISEASES  AGAINST  WHICH  IMMUNISATION  IS  AVAILABLE , 


Acute 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the 
District  during  1968.  The  Sabin  oral  vaccine  was  introduced  in  February  1962 
and  has  the  great  advantage  that  it  prevents  the  carrier  state  as  well  as 
giving  protection  against  the  disease.  Primary  vaccination  against  this 
disease  is  now  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twelve  months,  with 
reinforcing  protection  at  five  years  and  again  at  fifteen  years  of  age. 


During  1968,  581  persons  were  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis 
and  425  were  given  reinforcing  protection. 


For  the  sixteenth  year  in  succession  the  District  was  free  from  this 
disease.  Primary  immunisation  is  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twelve  months,  and  a booster  dose  is  given  at  five  years  of  age. 
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The  number  of  children  who  received  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  is  as  follows; - 

Number  immunised  ...  452 

Number  receiving  reinforcing  doses  .«o  573 


Wl^oping  Cough 

Only  five  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  1968, 
Immunisation  is  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twelve  months,  and 
436  children  received  protection  against  this  disease  during  the  year. 


Tetanus 

Until  September  1968  tetanus  was  not  notifiable  and  its  incidence 
was  not  known.  Parents  are  taking  advantage  of  the  immmisation  scheme, 
however,  and  all  persons  immunised  should  have  readily  available  an  accurate 
record  of  immunisation  so  that,  in  the  event  of  an  injury,  the  correct  type 
or  vaccine  or  seriom  can  be  administered.  Primary  immunisation  is  carried  out 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  tiivelve  months,  with  reinforcing  doses  at  five 
years  and  fifteen  years  of  age. 

Details  of  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  tetanus  during 
the  year  are  as  follows 

Number  immunised  ...  ...  ...  ...  485 
Number  receiving  reinforcing  doses  . . . 6l7 

Measly, 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  was  71? 
following  324  cases  notified  in  1967;  there  were  no  deaths.  During  1968 
vaccination  against  measles  was  made  available  to  all  children  who  had  not  been 
protected  either  by  previous  vaccination  or  by  an  attack  of  the  natural  disease. 
Vaccination  is  carried  out  early  in  the  second  year  of  life. 


follows: - 


Details  of  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  are  as 
Primary  vaccination  732 


Sii^lj-jiox. 

The  necessity  for  obtaining  and  maintaining  protection  against  this 
disease  has  been  stressed  by  the  outbreaks  that  have  occurred  in  previous  years 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Primary  vaccination  is  carried  out  at 
fourteen  months  of  age,  and  re-vaccination  is  given  at  five  years  and  at 
fifteen  years  of  age. 

The  following  figures  show  the  numbers  of  vaccinations  and 
re-vaccinations  carried  out  in  1968  in  respect  of  persons  under  sixteen  years 
of  age;- 


Number  vaccinated  447 

Number  re-vaccinated  113 


^phoid  Fever. 


One  case  of  typhoid  fever,  contracted  in  Casablanca,  occurred  in  1968, 


Ti^erci^osj^. 

There  were  five  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year.  No  cases  of  death  from  either 
pulmonary  or  non-pulmonaiy  tuberculosis  occurred  during  1968.  The  death  rate 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  England  and  V/ales  wa,s  0,043  pe^^  1,000 
population. 
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At  xhe  end  of  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  cases  were 
suffering  from  the  disease  and  living  in  the  District,  the  total  being  ten 
less  than  in  the  previous  year. 


Non-I 


Males  • • • • • • 3^  1 

Females  ......  46  8 


100 


A weekly*  session  for  patients  is  held  at  the  Purley  & District  War 
Memorial  Hospital,  Brighton  Road,  Piarley,  (Ol  660  0177)  on  Wednesday  mornings 
from  9*30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 


The  Mobile  Chest  X-ray  Unit  visits  the  Council  Offices,  Caterham, 
every  Tuesday  between  the  hours  of  4«30  p.m.  and  5*0  p.m.  and  anyone  over 
sixteen  years  of  age  can  attend  for  X-ray  examination.  The  Unit  also  visits 
neighbouring  Districts,  as  under 


Banstead: 


Central  Library 
Bolters  Lane. 


Tuesdays ; 


7.30  p.m.  to 

8.30  p.m. 


Purley; 


War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wednesdays; 
Brighton  Road, 


6.30  p.m,  to 

7.30  p.m. 


During  the  year,  1,232  persons  attended  the  Unit  in  Caterham  for 
X-ray  of  which  number  691  patients  were  referred  by  their  doctors,  which 
indicates  that  this  service  is  appreciated  by  the  local  medical  practitioners. 
In  addition,  1,440  persons  attended  the  Unit  during  its  visit  to  various 
sites  in  the  District  during  May  and  November  1968. 

The  nimiber  of  nexv  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  District,  together 
with  the  rates  per  thousand  population  for  the  year  1968  is  as  under 


Year 


I 

! 1968 


j NEVif  CASES 

1 

|i  DEATHS 

Pulmonary  j Non-pulmonary  jj  Pulmonary  1 Non-pulmonary  | 

...  ...  _L  _ ... . . 11 . _ ...  _ ^ 1 ....  ..  ..  1 

No.  Rate  j No. 

J 1 

Rate  j|  No . 

Rate  ' No. 

J 

Rate  1 

{ 1 

5 0.13  1 

' ! 

H i. 

1 j 

0.03  1 Nil 

1 

!l 

! Nil 

l_ 

j- 

i 

" i 

1 

1 

The  follovring  table  gives  these  particulars  for  the  quinquennial 
periods  from  1931“1965i*- 


1 

NE?/  CASES 

i 

1 

i 

DEATHS 

! 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  I 

j 

Pulmonaiy  j Non-pulmonary  1 

No. 

- 

Rate 

.....  

No. 

L 

Rate  ! 

i 

No. 

1 Rate 

■ 

j No, 

j Rate  1 

1931-33 

84 

0.79 

1 

0.20  j 

33 

0.30 

1 

0.09  j 

1936-40 

92 

0.70 

44 

0.34  1 

49 

0.37 

0,08  1 

1941-45 

101 

0.88 

46 

0.41  i 

47 

0.43 

12 

0.10  j 

1946-30 

147 

1.02 

38 

0.27  1 

0.06  .1 

37 

0.26 

10 

0.07  1 

1951-33 

86 

0.53 

10 

11 

0.07 

4 

0.02  1 

1956-60 

101 

0.58 

15 

0.08  I| 

12 

0.07 

4 

0.02  1 

1961-65 

52  1 

0.29 

8 1 0.23  i' 

5 

0.03 

4 

0.02  1 

1 

Protective  B.C.&.  vaccination  is  offered  to  school  children  in  the 
13  year  age  group.  During  the  year  36O  children  were  vaccinated. 
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Care  Committee. 


The  social  aspect  of  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  of  the  chest  and 
heart  is  important  both  in  the  treatment  and  care  of  these  conditions,  and  since 
1965  the  Caterham  and  Uarlinghara  Care  Committee  have  been  active  as  the  local 
Committee  for  volimtary  care  work  among  patients  v/ith  these  diseases. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  has  progressed  satisfactorily  and  all  cases 
referred  by  doctors  and  other  statutory  and  voluntary  workers  have  been 
carefully  considered,  and  help  given  in  appropriate  cases.  The  increase  in 
extra  nourishment  grants  over  the  last  year  of  £22fO  indicates  the  extent  to 
which  the  Committee  have  increased  their  help.  This  expansion  of  their  work 
v;as  made  possible  due  to  the  magnificent  donation  received  in  1967/68  from  the 
Caterham  Carnival  Committee,  and  by  the  repayment  of  £250  Development  Bonds. 

If  this  standard  is  to  be  maintained,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  for  their 
income  to  be  increased  by  at  least  £lt.00  from  voluntary  contributions. 


DISEASES  AG-AINST  YHICH  imiUICTSATION  IS  NOT  AVAILABLE. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Sixteen  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were  received  during  the  year. 
The  disease  vms  of  a mild  type. 


Dysentery 


Twenty-five  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  of  which  seventeen 
cases  occurred  at  St.  Lawrence’s  Hospital,  Caterham, 

Food  Poisoning. 

Six  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  1968,  Five  cases  were  due  to 
salmonella  typhimurium  and  the  sixth  case  was  a "double  infection"  with  a 
salmonella  monophesic  serotype  (unnamed)  and  salmonella  Panama, 


DAY  CARE. 


Health  Centres  for  the  Elderly  are  held  as  under: 


Surrey  Coimty  Council  Health  Centre,  Every  Monday 

Chaldon  Road,  Caterhami-on-the-Hill  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m* 


Surrey  County  Council  Health  Centre,  Every  Thursday 

Stafford  Road,  Caterham  Valley  2 p.m.  to  4 p»m. 


Church  Hall,  Every  Tuesday 

The  Green,  V/arlingham,  9»30  a.m.  to  12,0  noon. 

The  old  people's  clubs  have  done  an  outstanding  service  in  giving  old 
people  an  interest  in  life  and  a feeling  that  they  are  still  valued  but  some 
old  people  do  not  like  a club  atmosphere  and  there  are  all  too  many  too  frail 
to  join  in  the  club  activities.  Health  Centres  for  the  Elderly  can  give  many 
of  these  old  people  a new  lease  of  life,  as  well  as  being  of  value  to  those 
well  enough  to  attend  clubs,  and  our  three  Centres  in  the  District  are  meeting 
this  need.  The  Old  People’s  T elf  are  Association  and  the  V/omen’s  Royal 
Voluntary  Service  play  an  essential  part  in  these  Centres. 


The  staff  consists  of  a team  of  voluntary  workers,  health  visitors, 
and  a physiotherapist,  A medical  officer  does  not  attend;  the  general 
practitioners  regard  the  health  visitors  a,s  acting  almoners  on  their  behalf. 
Advice  on  health  matters  including  diet  is  given,  v/elfare  foods  are  sold,  and 

physiotherapy  is  carried  out.  The  effects  of  an  improved  diet  and  vitamin 

supplements  and  the  gentle  physiotherapy  exercises  are  very  noticeable.  At 
first  the  old  people  often  look  dull  and  ill  - many  have  not  been  out  of  doors 
for  weeks;  they  come  in  using  walking  sticks  and  are  so  tottery  that  they 

have  to  be  helped  to  get  up  from  their  chairs,  but  after  only  a fev/  weeks  the 

improvement  is  quite  rema.rkn.ble. 
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The  Day  Centre. 


The  handicapped,  especially  handicapped  old  people,  are  a special 
problem;  they  are  confined  to  home  and  have  gradually  lost  all  their 
interests  and  friends.  To  meet  their  need  the  Y/omen’s  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  continue  to  run  the  Day  Centre  in  the  Scouts  Hut,  G-odstone  Road, 
Caterham  Valley,  in  co-operation  with  the  Caterham  and  District  Old 
People's  Welfare  Association.  Handicapped  old  people  are  taken  by  car  to 
the  Centre  at  about  11  a.m.  and  there  they  get  coffee,  lunch  and  tea,  and 
are  taken  home  again  in  the  evening.  This  relieves  their  relatives  for 
the  day,  but  of  course  the  outstanding  benefit  is  to  the  old  people 
themselves;  they  feel  they  are  back  in  the  community  again.  They  get 
companionship  from  the  other  old  people  and  affectionate  support  from  the 
volunteers.  They  have  sing-songs,  play  cards,  play  dominoes,  knit,  or  do 
anything  else  they  fancy.  The  Day  Centre  is  open  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
of  each  week. 

Physiotherapy  is  provided  and  the  results  have  been  outstanding. 
The  physical  condition  as  well  as  the  mental  condition  of  all  the  old  people 
has  improved  greatly.  A chiropodist  attends  one  afternoon  a month  on 
Thursdays. 


Many  of  the  old  people  now  attending  this  Centre  had  not  been  out 
of  their  houses  for  years  before  the  Centre  was  opened,  and  felt  unwanted. 

Their  lives  have  been  renewed  for  them  by  this  Centre  and  I cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  good  Vv'ork  it  has  done. 

In  addition,  the  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service  run  a Lunch  Club 
every  Wednesday  at  the  Centre,  for  able-bodied  persons  over  the  age  of  65 
years  living  alone.  Here  a first  class  meal  can  be  p\archased  in  congenial 
company  at  a cost  of  2/6d.  and  in  many  cases  these  old  folk  have  a cooked  meal 
that  they  would  not  bother  to  prepare  at  home.  This  venture  has  proved  a 
great  success  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  sufficient  support  will  be  forthcoming 
for  this  service  to  e:2q)and  to  other  areas  in  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  relevant  particulars  relating  to  the  water  supply  of  the 
District  are  a,s  under 

(a)  The  supply,  which  is  obtained  from  the  East  Surrey  YYater 
Company,  was  satisfactory  at  all  times  in  respect  of  quality 
and  quantity.  Treatment  of  the  water  includes  softening 
and  chlorination. 

(b)  Systematic  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
water  going  into  supply,  in  association  with  other  Districts 

which  are  supplied  by  the  same  Company,  is  'undertaken.  Four  routine 
samples  taken  in  1968  were  satisfactory;  in  addition, 
follov^ing  a complaint  from  a resident,  a sample  was  taken 
from  a tap  served  by  a cistern  in  the  roof  space,  which  proved 
satisfactory.  Fotur  samples  taken  from  the  water  going  into  supply 
following  the  severe  flooding  of  the  District  on  15th  September 
1968  were  also  satisfactory. 

(c)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains 

direct  to  the  houses  is  the  total  niamber  of  dwelling  houses  in 
the  District,  and  is  estimated  at  10,575"  The  population 

supplied  is  37>332. 

No  houses  a.rc  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(d)  The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  sample  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  in  1968  was  less  than  0.1  p.p.m. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  supplied  the 
Department  v/ith  monthly  reports  on  the  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  of  treated  water. 
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In  addition,  the  following  sample  of  water  procured  at  Chaldon  and 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis  gave  the  following  result 


Parts  per 
million 


Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C 

• • • 

160 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  as  Chlorion 

• • • 

18.5 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 0 • 

0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

• • • 

5.9 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

• • • 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

• 0 • 

0.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 

4 hours  at  27°C 

• • 

0.05 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO 

Hardness  as  CaCO^  ^ 

Carbonate 

• • • 

54 

• • • 

54 

Non-c  arb  onate 

• • • 

42 

' 

Total 

• • • 

96 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  as  CO^ 

• • • 

0.2 

Residual  Chlorine 

• • • 

0.02 

Iron 

0 • • 

None 

Other  Metals 

000 

None 

Fluoride  (f) 

less  than 

0.1 

Colour: 

Faint  greenish  blue. 

Appearance: 

Bright  end  clear 

0 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20°C 

pH  ...  .o.  ...  ... 

Taste  0.0  0.0  ooo  0.0  ooo 

Odour  .00  000  000  000  000 

0 0 . 209  reciprocal  megohms 

0.0  8.8 

. 0 . Normal 

. 0 0 None 

RAINFALL o 

The  following  table  shows  the  rainfa-ll  recorded  at  Station  83/5  in 
Caterham  Valley  during  1963  as  42.19  inches  compared  with  38.91  for  1967.  This 
amount  of  rainfall  was  well  above  the  average  for  this  District,  which  for  the 
last  ten  years  was  34*82  inches: 


Month 

Inches 

January 

3.46 

February 

1.72 

March 

1.51 

April 

2.75 

May 

2.40 

June 

3.78 

July 

2.58 

August 

3.78 

September 

9.90 

October 

4.46 

November 

2.43 

December 

3.42 

42.19 

IV. 


miW^_BATES 

There  is  no  public  swimming  bath  in  the  District.  There  are  tvjo 
swimming  baths  attached  to  private  schools  in  the  District  and  three  small 
baths,  under  the  control  of  the  local  Education  Authority,  at  schools  in 
Caterham  Hill,  Vi/'hyteleaf e and  IVoldingham.  In  addition,  there  is  a swimming 
bath  owned  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence  situated  in  the  Caterham  Barracks,  which 
is  used  extensively  by  local  schools  and  other  local  organisations. 

Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  Council's  inspectors  to  these  baths, 
to  ensure  tha,t  they  are  satisfactorily  maintained  and  operated.  Chlorine 
checks  are  made  from  time  to  time,  and  seven  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  analyses  during  the  course  of  the  year.  One  of  these  samples 
indicated  an  unsatisfactory  colony  count  but  a follov/  up  sample  proved 
satisfactory.  Following  a request  from  the  medical  officer  of  the  Caterham 
Barracks,  a sample  was  taken  to  ascertain  the  nitrite  content  of  the  swimming 
bath  water;  none  was  found.  All  baths  are  provided  with  continuous 
filtration  and  automatic  chlorination  plants. 


SEWMA^ 

Apart  from  Woldingham,  and  small  isolated  areas,  the  whole  of  the 
District  is  nov;  reasonably  adequately  sev/ered  and  satisfactory  arrangements 
exist  for  the  disposal  of  sewage. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  desirability  of  sewering  the 
Woldingham  area,  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  will  be  reporting  to  the 
Council  on  the  practicability  of  such  a scheme  in  due  course. 


BACrmOLOjxICALJE^^ 

To  assist  in  the  early  and  correct  diagnosis  of  certain  diseases, 
specimens  are  collected  by  this  department  at  the  request  of  local  doctors 
and  forv/arded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  West  Park  Hospital,  Epsom, 

The  following  numbers  of  specimens  were  examined  and  reported  upon  dinr'ing  the 
year : - 

Faeces  ...  285 

Food  ...  ,oo  ...  A 

I^IOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  I960. 

Permission  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has 
been  obtained  by  a local  hospital  to  keep  radioactive  tritium,  and  the  total 
amount  (v;h.ich  is  only  a beta  emitter)  is  0,25  of  a millicurie.  This  amount 
is  negligible  and  may  be  discharged  into  the  public  sev/er  in  v/hole  or  in  part 
in  accordance  with  The  Radioactive  Substances  (Hospitals'  Waste)  Exemption 
Order,  1963 • 


COMMON  LODGING  _H0USES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 


The  action  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  1968  is  shown  in  the 
table  in  Appendix  1. 
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LIST  OF  SUEREY  COIMTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CATERHAM  & W/RLII'IGHAI'.^ 

AND  THE  SERVICES  AVAIIABLE  AT  EACH  CLINIC. 

South  Eastern  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Divisional 
Offices,  Caberfeigh,  24  Hatchlands  Road,  Redhill,  Tel:  Redhill  64732). 


Caterham-on-the~HjER  Health  Centre,  Chaldon  Road,  Cater  ham,  Surrey,  CR3  5PG-« 
(Caterhp.m  A232^") 


Child  Health  Centre  - 

Family  Planning  and  Cervical  ) 

Cytology  Clinics  ) 

Dental  Clinic  ) 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  ) 

Relaxation  &.  Mothercraft  Classes) 
Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly  - 


Every  Wednesday  10  a.m, 
2 p.m. 


12  p.m. 
4 p.m. 


By  appointment 
Every  Monday  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 


Caterham  Valley  Health  Centre,  2 Stafford  Road,  Caterham,  S\jrrey,  CR3  6JG. 

rcTterham  42121) 


Child  Health  Centre  ~ 

Family  Planning  and  Cervical  ) 
Cytology  Clinics  ) 

Dental  and  Orthodontic  Clinics  ) 
Midv^if  e ' s C linic  ) 

Relaxation  & Mothercraft.  Classes) 
Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly  - 

W arJU.!^ ham , The  Church  Hall,  The  G-reen, 
"(Not"  on  telephone) 

Child  Health  Clinic 

Relaxation  Classes  - 

Health  Centre  for  the  Elderly  - 


Every  Wednesday  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

By  appointment 

Every  Thursday  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Warlingham,  Surrey,  CR3  9NA. 

Every  Tuesday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

By  appointment 

Every  Tuesday  9.30  a.m.  - 12  p.m. 


Whyte l^fe,  St,  Thomas's  Church  Hall,  Station  Road,  Whyleleafe,  Surrey, 
Xubt  on  telephone)  CR3  OEP. 

Child  Health  Clinic  - Every  Thursday  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 


l/7oldingham.  The  Parish  Hall,  Station  Road,  V/oldingham,  Caterham,  Surrey, 
(Not  on  telephone)  CR3  7DB 

Child  Health  Clinic  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  month 

at  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 


C linic  3 . 

Ophthalmic  & Refraction  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Physiotherapy 


) By  appointment  through  the 

) Divisional  Medical  Officer, 

) Caberfeigh, 

24  Hatchlands  Road, 

Redhii  H , S’u-rcy. 


•series. 


Cromwell  Road,  Redhill 
(Redhill  6266l) . 


(Matron:  Miss  Ashton), 
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Emergency  Midwifer^o 

The  Emergency  Unit  cr  'T lying  Squad"  based  on  Redhill  General 
Hospital  is  available  at  any  time  for  bona-fide  servioe  in  this  District. 
(Redhill  65030). 

Loans  of  Medical Equipment. 

The  County  Council  has  arrangements  with  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulanoe  Brigade,  whereby  certain  equipment 
required  for  patients  being  nursed  in  their  houses  can  be  obtained. 
Application  should  be  made  to  Mrs.  A. M. Tuck,  I66  Commonwealth  Road,  Caterham, 
Surrey,  CR3  6LT  (Caterham  42269);  or  to  lirs.  Brand,  134  Foxon  Lane,  Caterham- 
on-the-Hill,  Surrey,  CR3  5SE,  (Caterham  43944);  or  to  Mrs.  M. Baker,  8 Warren 
Park,  Warlingham,  Surrey,  CR3  9LD>  (Up.  Warl.  24II) . 


Repairs  to 


All  repairs  to  Medresco  hearing  aids,  except  repairs  to  ear  moulds, 
are  oarried  out  at  Redhill  General  Hospital,  Redhill,  Surrey  (Redhill  65030). 
Persons  requiring  repairs  should  visit  the  Appliance  Officer,  whose  office  is 
just  inside  the  hospital  entrance  opposite  the  appointments  desk,  between  the 
hours  of  9.30  a.m.  and  4*30  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday.  Calls  should  preferably 
be  made  on  a Tuesday  or  Thursday. 


HOSPITALS 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  hospitals  and  for 
staffing  certain  clinics. 

1.  Local  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  chiefly  serving  this  District  are:- 

Redhill  General  Hospital  Redhill  6503O 

Caterham  and  District  Hospital  Caterham  43052 

Caterham  and  District  Hospital  Annexe  Caterham  42006 
(The  Dene) 

2.  Clinics. 

Venereal  Disease. 


Croydon  General  Hospital 

Males 

(Croydon  7755) 

Tue  sday 

4.0  p.m.  - 6,30  p.m. 

No  fixed  appointments 

Friday 

10.0  a.m.  - 12,30  p.m 

necessary 

Saturday 

Females 

10,0  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m 

Monday 

2.0  p.m.  - 6,0  p.m. 

Wednesday  10. 30  a.m,  - 12.30  p.i 

Thursday 

4.0  p.m.  - 6.0  p.m. 

Redhill  General  Hospital 

Males  only 

Earlsvrood  Common,  RoJhi n . 
(Redhill  65030) 

Mondays 

5.0  p.m.  - 7-0  p.m. 

St.  Helier  Hospital 

Males 

Wry the  Lane, 

Mondays 

9.30  a.m.  - 2 p.m. 

Carshalton,  Surrey 

Wednesdays 

(Fair lands  4343) 

and 

Thursdays 

Females 

4«0  p.m.  - 6,30  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

4-30  p.m,  - 6.30  p.m, 

Fridays 

3.0  jum.  — S-0  p.m. 
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LIST  OF  OTHER  COUINTrY  COUNC IL  FACILITIES 


Ambulances. 


In  Emergency  - 


Midwives  and  District  Nurses. 

Miss  G-.  Nicholson, 
Divi.sional  Health  Office, 
Caberfeigh, 

24  Hatchlands  Road, 
Redhill.  (Redhill  64732) 


Ambulance  Control, 
Walton  Lodge  Estate, 
Brighton  Road, 
Banstead,  Surrey. 
(Burgh  Heath  53491) 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer. 


Miss  A. Cullen, 

Beech  Lodge, 

V/aller  Lane, 

Caterham, 

CR3  5EA.  (Catcrhan  42742) 

Miss  P. Jefferson, 

22  Cromwell  Road, 

C at  er ham-on-t he-Hi 11, 

CR3  5JA.  (Caterham  45478) 

Miss  Tingle  and  Miss  Negus, 
62  Farleigh  Road, 

V/ar  ling  ham, 

CR3  9EB.  (Up.  Warl.  4545) 

Mrs.  E.Hart, 

Storks  Roost, 

Lagham  Road, 

South  Godstone. 


District  Nurse  covering 
Caterham  Valley,  Whyteleafe 
and  Woldingham. 


Midwife  covering  Caterham 
Valley,  V/hyteleafe  and 
V/oldinghara. 

District  Nurses/Alidwives 
covering  Hamsey  Green, 
Warlingham  and  Farleigh. 

Midwife  covering  Caterham- 
on-the-Hill  and  Chaldon 


(South  God 3 tone  3159) 


Mrs.  Symons, 

The  Farmhouse, 

Harrov;  Road, 

Warlingham, 

CR3  9EIV.  (Up.  Warl.  4364) 


District  Nurse  covering 
Caterham-on-the-Hill. 


Health  Visitors. 

Initial  contact  v/ith  Health  Visitors  may  be  made  through  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  or  the  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  at  Caberfeigh, 
24  Hatchlands  Road,  Redhill,  (Redhill  64732).  The  Health  Visitors  serving 
this  District  are  based  on: 

The  Health  (fentre, 

2 Stafford  Road, 

Caterham. 

CR3  6JG. 

(Caterham  42121) 


Home  Help  Service. 

Applications  for  the  services  of  a Home  Help  should  be  made  to 
the  Home  Help  Organiser,  Caberfeigh,  24  Hatchlands  Road,  Redhill.  In  case 
of  emergency  the  following  telephone  numbers  may  be  used:- 

Redhill  62325  or  64732. 

A doctor's  certificate  is  desirable. 


The  Health  Centre, 
Chaldon  Road, 
Caterham-on-the-Hill. 
CR3  5PG-. 

(Caterham  42320). 


(for  Warlingham) 
The  Health  Centre, 
2 Stafford  Road, 
Caterham. 

CR3  6JG. 

(Caterham  42121). 
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SCABIES  AM)  LICE 


Facilities  now  exist  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  and  lice  at 
Pelham  House,  54  Harestone  Valley  Road,  Caterham,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  (Caterham  45211,  Ext,  50). 

MISCELL/iHEOUS  MDRESSES. 


Area  Children's  Officer: 

Mr , T , L ,1/7  infield . 

Alma  House, 

Alma  Road, 

Reigate.  (Reigate  47621/2/3). 

Deputy  Area  Children's  Officer: 

Mr, B. 4, Thomas. 

Alma  House, 

Alma  Road, 

Reigate.  (Reigate  47621/2/3). 

Divisional  Sooial  Worker: 

Miss  C.Bridger, 

44  Reigate  Hill, 

Reigate.  (Reigate  43357). 

Social  Worker  (Chest  Clinic) 

Social  V/orker  (Families) 

Social  Workers  (Handicapped) 

Social  V/ or  leer  (Deaf) 

Social  Worker  (Welfare) 

Home  Teacher  of  the  Blind 

Pelham  House, 

54  Harestone  Valley  Road, 
Caterham.  CR3  6HE, 

(Caterham  I^J^.2^l/2  and 

C aterham  46642 ) , 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker 

44  Reigate  Hill, 

Reigate,  (Reigate  47501). 

G-ioild  of  Social  Service/Citizens 
Advice  Bureau. 

Rear  of  Council  Offices, 
Caterham,  CR3  6YN, 

(Caterham  2*4777) » 

Caterham  & District  Old  People's 
Welfare  Association. 

102/6  G-odstone  Road, 

Caterham,  CR3  6YN, 

(Caterham  2*4307). 

Surrey  County  Council  Old  People's  "Santa  Tecla", 

Home,  45  Stanstead  Road, 


Moral  Welfare  Visitor. 

Caterham,  CR3  6AG-. 

(Caterham  2*R641). 

151  Croydon  Road, 

Caterham,  CR3  6PF, 

(Caterham  43728), 

N.3.P.C .C  c 

599  Mitcham  Road, 

Croydon,  CRO  34E, 

(Tho.  Heath  4250). 

48  Crovehill  Road, 

Redhill, 

(Redhill  62388). 

W .RcV  sS. 

102/6  &od stone  Road, 

Caterham,  CR3  6RB. 

(Caterham  2*2243). 
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APFEITDJX  I 


ACT;.  ,1961. 

AMSmL  PEPOT^T  OF  THE  H^^DICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  lE/Ii  1968  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  CATSRHAM  A-ND  VAiRLINGIKM  IN  THE  CCUIEY  OF  SURREY 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  I96I 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 


- INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

iv  U1LI.JWX 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions. 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,3,4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

i 1 

! 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Factories  not  includ.ed  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

100 

f 

i 30 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers'  premises). 

13 

11 

Total 

115 

' 42 

II  - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  V/ERE  FOUND 


, Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
! were  found 


Particulars 


I Want  of 
i cleanliness 

I 

I Overcrowding 
i Unreasonable 
j temperatixre 
i Inadequate 
j ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 
, of  floors  (S.6) 

I Sanitary 
j Conveniences 

(a)  Insiiff icient 
(^)  Unsuitable  or 
I d-efoctive 

' (c)  Not  serjarate 

^ for  sexes 

Other  offences 
j against  the  ^ct  (not 
; inc luding  of f enc  e s 
I relating  to  Outwork) 

i Total 


Foimd  Remedied 


(5.1) 

(5.2) 

(5.3) 

(5.4) 


(S.7) 


Referred 

'■“To”H.M7  ' By  H.M."'' 

Inspector  j Inspector 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 


1 i 

I 

1 1 


1 

1 


I 
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PAIiT  VIII  CF  THE  ACT 


Outv;ork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


1 

Nature 

of 

work 

Section  133 

j Section  134 

1 

J__  . ^ 

No • of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sect.  133 
(1)  (o) 

i 1 

1 No.  of  1 No.  of 
cases  of  prose- 
default  in  ' cutions 
sending  ! for 
lists  to  1 failure 
the  ; to  supply 

Council  1 lists 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

i 

1 

1 

i 

Notices  ; Prose— 

Seinred  • cutions 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Making 

1 

i 

of 

16 

Lampshades 

1 

! 

1 
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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of 


THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for 


1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caterham 

and  Warlingham  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  various 
aspects  of  the  work  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  on  other  matters  incidental  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  department  suffered  a grievous 
loss  in  the  death  of  the  Rodent  Officer,  Mr,  J,Thrumble,  an  experienced  and 
conscientious  officer  who  was  well  liked  and  respected  by  the  staff  and  also 
by  members  of  the  public  whom  he  served  so  well.  Although  our  efforts  to 
obtain  a satisfactory  replacement  were  not  successful  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  service  given  to  the  public,  if  not  so  prompt,  was  satisfactorily 
maintained  with  the  help  of  other  members  of  the  department. 

The  unreserved  support  and  assistance  given  by  members  of  the 
staff  in  the  work  of  the  department  throughout  the  year  and  in  the 
compilation  of  the  follov/ing  report  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.R.ALLERTON 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Complaints. 

1,000  complaints,  as  imder,  were  received: - 


Re  drainage  and  sanitary  defects 

• 0 • 

• 

• 9 

• • 

• 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

O 

9 9 

3^7 

" housing  defects  

• • • 

• 

9 9 

• 9 

• 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 

9 9 

59 

" rats  and  mice 

• • • 

• 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

9 9 

382 

” insect  and  animal  pests  . . . 

• • » 

• 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

999 

9 9 9 

• 

9 » 

68 

” foodstuffs  and  food  premises 

• • • 

• 

9 9 

• • 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• • 

36 

" nuisance  from  flooding 

• • • 

• 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• • 

23 

'*  nuisance  from  refuse 

• • • 

• 

9 • 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• • 

11 

" nuisance  from  smoke  and  fumes 

• • • 

• 

• • 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• • 

17 

" dirty  premises  

• » • 

• 

• • 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• • 

1 

" other  nuisances  

• • • 

• 

• • 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 

• • 

26 

" overcrowding  

• • • 

• 

9 9 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

• 9 

1 

norse  ..  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

9 

9 0 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

9 9 

13 

Miscellaneous  

• • • 

9 

• • 

9 9 

9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

• 

9 9 

16 

The  number  of  complaints  registered  showed  an  increase  of  65  over  the 
previous  year,  the  highest  total  ever  recorded. 


Inspections. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits 

made 

by  the 

officers  of 

the 

department 

during  the  year;- 

Primary  Inspections  of  premises  

• • • 

999 

• • • 

999 

659 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  . . 

• • • 

999 

• • • 

999 

1114 

Visits 

to  work  in  progress  

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

168 

,» 

II 

Caravans  or  camping  sites 

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

132 

,, 

II 

Factories  (excluding  Bakehouses  and  Dairies) 

999 

999 

38 

u 

It 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

4 

t. 

If 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

999 

999 

999 

999 

29 

„ 

I, 

Butchers'  Shops ... 

999 

999 

999 

999 

94 

T, 

II 

Fish  Shops  (including  Fish-fryers) 

999 

999 

999 

999 

68 

,* 

II 

Greengrocers  ... 

999 

999 

999 

999 

71 

tl 

11 

Grocery  and  Provision  Shops 

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

220 

T, 

II 

School  Canteens,  Licensed  Premises, 

Ice-cream  Premises  and 

other  food  preparing  places,  food  stores 

and  food  delivery 

atgIiioXos  999  •••  •••  «»• 

• • # 

• • • 

999 

999 

212 

,, 

II 

Public  Conveniences  and  those  of  Licensed 

Premises 

999 

7 

t, 

„ 

Refuse  Tips  and  Salvage  Depots  . . 

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

33 

If 

tl 

Hairdressers'  and  Barbers'  Premises 

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

22 

It 

It 

Swimming  Baths  ... 

• • • 

« • • 

999 

999 

27 

tl 

11 

Shops  under  Shops  Act  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

l40 

Patrols  under  Shops  Act  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

29 

Visits 

re  Rent  Act , 1957  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

6 

11 

I, 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

32 

II 

II 

House  Improvements  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

26 

11 

II 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

3 

It 

II 

Riding  Establishments  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

II 

II 

Pet  Animals  Act , 1951  

• • 0 

• • • 

999 

999 

9 

II 

II 

Rodent  Control  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

646 

It 

It 

Insect  Pests  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

48 

II 

II 

Infectious/Contagious  Diseases 

• • • 

♦ • • 

999 

999 

153 

II 

tl 

Overcrowding  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

S 

1, 

II 

Cesspool  Emptying  

• • • 

• • • 

999 

999 

203 

II 

II 

Sale  and  sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

• • 

• • • 

999 

999 

177 

II 

II 

Food  Complaints  

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

5^ 

II 

II 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

27 

If 

II 

Noise  Abatement  

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

51 

II 

II 

Floodxng  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

348 

Miscellaneous  

• • • 

999 

999 

999 

523 

* 5,383 


^Excluding  visits  made  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
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Act  and  in  connection  with  rodent  control  undertaken  by  the  Council's 
Rodent  Officer,  referred  to  on  pages  36,  39  and  40. 

The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  were  called  out  on  two 
occasions  during  the  abnormal  rains  in  the  autumn  and  were  instrumental 
in  assessing  the  degree  and  extent  of  flooding  and  the  damage  arising 
therefrom  to  private  properties  and  personal  effects.  It  was  established 
that  over  60  properties  were  flooded  above  floor  level. 


Sanitary  Improvements. 


The  following  remedial  works  or  improvements  were  carried  out:- 


Sanitary  accommodation  provided  on  building  sites 
Defective  drains  relaid  or  repaired 
Cesspools  renev/ed,  enlarged  or  repaired 
Soakaways  provided  for  rain  and  surface  water 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 
Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  . . , 

Ventshafts  or  soilpipes  provided  or  repaired 
W.C's  provided  with  new  pans  and  traps  .. 

W.C,  fittings  provided,  repaired  or  renewed 
New  sinks,  washbasins  or  baths  fitted  ... 

Trapped  waste  pipes  provided  or  repaired 
Sink  waste  gullies,  curbs  and  channels  provided,  repaired 

renewed  

Water  supply  provided  , . . 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired 
Damp  walls  remedied 
External  walls  repaired  . . . 

Yard  or  steps  paved  or  repaired 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed  , . 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
External  sills  repaired  . . . 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

Wall  plaster  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 

Dustbins  provided  

Nuisance  from  animals  abated 
Nuisance  from  noise  abated 
Nuisance  from  refuse  or  manure  abated 
Nuisance  from  smoke,  dust  or  fumes 
Sanitary  appliances  cleansed 
Ventilated  food  store  provided  . . . 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . . . 


or 


4 

51 

16 
2 

280 

34 

28 

5 

5 
7 
3 
2 

13 

1 

3 
11 
38 
23 

75 

18 

9 

11 

4 

52 
11 

17 

17 

12 

6 
2 
4 

10 

6 

1 

3 
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Improvements  secured  at  food  premises  are  shown  on  pages  35  and  36. 


Notices. 


Informal: 


Issued  ... 

Complied  with  . . . 


• • ' 

0 0 ' 


• • • • • • 


399 

408* 


"Includes  notices  served  in  previous  years. 
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HOUSING. 


Complaints  concerning  the  disrepair  of  tenanted  houses  falling 
to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  continue  at  a low  level  and  only 
one  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
was  granted  during  I968. 

The  pressure  on  the  Council  to  provide  housing  accommodation  remains 
unabated  and  is  likely  to  increase  with  the  prevailing  high  interest  rates. 


The  following  figures,  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager,  give  some 
indication  of  the  housing  situation  in  the  District  and  the  unsatisfied 
demand  for  rented  accommodation 


Number  of  families  on  Council’s  Housing 
List  at  1st  January  I968 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  Council 

in  1968 


Number  of  families  on  Coimcil's  Housing 
List  at  31st  December  I968 


531  (including  l4l  pensioners) 

61  (including  12  re-housed 
from  elum  clearance 
properties) 

351  (including  I63  pensioners) 


New  Houses. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  relating  to  the  provision  of  new  dwellings  in  1968:- 


Number  completed 


(i) 

By  local 

(ii) 

By  other 

(iii) 

By  other 

24 

61 

193 


Existing  Houses. 

The  following  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts  relating  to  the  demolition  and  repair  of  unfit  houses: - 


No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal 

actiLon^ ..  9..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  formal 

action. ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Demolished  as  a result  of  informal  action  

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  action  ...  ... 

Demolition  Orders  made ... 

Demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ... 


59 

3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Slum  Clearance. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position  applying  to  the  I58  dwellings 
included  in  the  Council's  revised  slum  clearance  programme  was  as  follows 
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Houses  dotnolxsli^d  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Houses  vacant  and  awaiting  demolition  - (privately- 

owned^  • ••  •me  • • • mom  •••  •••  1 

Houses  awaiting  vacation  and  demolition  (privately 

owned ^ •••  • • • •••  1 

Houses  on  sites  included  in  Council’s  re-development 

schemes  awaiting  vacation  and  demolition  2 

Houses  repaired  (undertakings)  3 

Houses  awaiting  action  under  Housing  Act  ...  5 

158 


Improvement ' Grants . 

Grants  were  made  as  under 

Standard  Grants . 

25  applications  were  received;  21  were  approved. 

Discretionary  Grants . 

2 applications  were  received  and  approved. 

Improvements  are  carried  out  under  the  super-vision  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  remain  400/^50  tenanted  and  owner  occupied 
properties  in  the  District  which  are  deficient  in  one  or  more  of  the  standard 
basic  amenities. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

A further  house  in  multiple  occupation  was  inspected  during  the 
year  and  fire  precaution  requirements  were  complied  with  at  three  other 
properties,  in  addition  to  the  remedying  of  other  deficiencies. 


Overcrowding. 

(a) 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  on  register  overcrowded 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2 

(ii) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

2 

(iii) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

13 

(b) 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

Nil 

(c) 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

Nil 

(ii) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Nil 

(d) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
local  authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding 

Nil 
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CARAVAN  SITES. 


The  position  applying  to  the  licensed  caravan  sites  operating  in  the 
District  during  1968  was  as  follows 


! 

Site 

Licence 

Expiring 

1 

No.  of  caravans 
on  site 

1 

i 

! Permitted  number 

When  at 

licensed  31.12.68 

! 

Batts  Farm, 
Warlingham 

Court  Farm 
Warlingham 

Temporary 

31.12.68 

1 

20.4.61 

6l 

7 

(Subject  to  run- 
down conditions) 

Section  A. 

Temporary 

30,6.78 

20.4.61 

49 

38 

38 

Section  B, 

Permanent 

- 

6 

7 

7 

Cotters  Hill  Farm, 
Woldingham 

Permanent 

20.4.61 

1 

1 

1 

Halliloo  Farm, 
Woldingham 

Permanent 

- 

20.4.61 

2 

2 

2 

Plantation  Lane, 
Warlingham 

Permanent 

- 

20.4.61 

2 

2 

2 

do 

Temporary 

31.12.69 

1 

1 

1 

Fryern,  Rook  Lane,  j 
Chaldon 

(adj.  to  orchard) 

Permanent 

- 

25.2.63 

1 

1 

1 

Fryern , Rook  Lane , 
Chaldon  (adj. 
to  Fryern  Lodge  ) 

Permanent 

•• 

25.2.63 

1 

1 

1 

Whyteleafe  Foot- 
ball Club , Church 
Road,  Whyteleafe 

1 

1 

Temporary 

31.12.68 

i 

1 

I 

20.12.66 

1 

1 

1 

Batts  Farm  Caravan  Site. 


The  granting  of  planning  permission,  with  a site  licence,  is  under 
consideration  for  a further  temporary  period. 

Two  further  caravans  left  the  site  during  the  year,  reducing  the  total 
from  nine  to  seven.  Three  of  the  families  from  the  remaining  seven  caravans  are 
on  the  Council's  Housing  List, 

The  run-down  of  caravans  on  the  site  has  reached  a stage  resulting  in 
a poor  financial  return  to  the  operators  and  there  is  a tendency  to  neglect  the 
upkeep  of  this  site. 

Court  Farm  Caravan  Site. 

The  owners  of  the  site,  which  is  in  the  Green  Belt,  failed  to  agree 
to  the  planning  authority's  proposals  for  the  issue  of  a temporary  planning 
permission  for  the  site  for  a period  of  ten  years,  subject  to  run-down  by 
natural  wastage,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  year.  The  owners 
subsequently  applied  for  permanent  planning  permission  for  the  site,  which  was 
refused.  The  result  of  an  appeal  against  this  refusal  is  awaited. 
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SCHOOLS . 


All  schools  in  the  District  are  provided  with  a public  water 
supply  and  water  carriage  system  of  drainage.  The  county  primary  school  at 
Chaldon  was  connected  to  main  drainage  during  1968.  The  county  primary 
school  at  Woldingham  is  drained  to  a septic  tank  installation. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

Free  emptying  of  cesspools,  on  request,  is  provided  for  residents 
in  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  District. 

Motor  emptiers,  as  under,  were  used  for  pumping  out  the  contents 
of  cesspools: - 

Vehicle.  Purchased.  Used. 


One  1000  gallon 

emptier 

August  1968 

Full  time 

from  August  1968 

One  800  gallons 

emptier 

September  I96I 

Full  time 

to  August  1968 

One  800  gallons 

emptier 

January  1963 

An  average 

' of  four  days  per 

One  gully/cesspool  emptier 
(800  gallons) 

September  1964 

Part  time 

as  required. 

The  work  done  by 
comparative  figures  for  the 

the  emptiers  is  given  below, 
years  1965  - 1967. 

together  with 

1?68 

Loads 

1967 

Loads 

1966 

Loads 

1965 

Loads 

Caterham 

352 

312 

350 

330 

Warlinghara 

86 

73 

109 

71 

Chaldon 

364 

1,896 

3,884 

3,552 

Woldingham 

3,494 

3,405 

3,405 

2,864 

4,996 

5,686 

7,748 

6,817 

82  premises  were  visited  by  an  emptier  twelve  or  more  times  during 

the  year. 

The  smooth  running  of  the  emptying  service  was  affected  somewhat 
by  the  breakdown  of  the  older  of  the  two  8OO  gallon  cesspool  emptiers,  which 
had  to  be  replaced.  The  long  wait  for  a new  vehicle  necessitated  use  being 
made  of  a combined  gully/cesspool  emptier,  made  available  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  for  a period  of  some  six  months.  The  situation  was  further 
complicated  by  illness.  Both  of  our  experienced  drivers  were  affected, 

resulting  in  the  premature  retirement  of  one,  and  of  the  other,  who  was 
nearing  retirement  age,  being  diverted  to  lighter  duties. 

The  extension  of  the  sewers  at  Chaldon  led  to  a reduction  in  our 
cesspool  emptying  commitments,  which  was  reflected  in  costs  amounting  to 
£6,170  for  the  financial  year  ended  1968,  as  against  £8,700  for  the  previous 
year. 

There  remain  in  the  District  some  8OO  properties  still  draining  to 
cesspools,  the  majority  of  which  are  situated  in  Woldingham,  where  development 
is  continually  adding  to  the  number  of  cesspools  to  be  emptied.  A three-year 
programme  has  been  formulated  for  providing  main  drainage  for  ten  houses  in 
Church  Road,  Whyteleafe  and  nine  houses  in  Westhall  Road,  V/arlingham; 
provision  has  also  been  made  for  proceeding  with  a main  drainage  scheme  for 
Woldingham,  which  was  last  considered  as  long  ago  as  19^^. 
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The  greatest  need  for  main  drainage  at  Woldingham  lies  in  the  more 
densely  biiilt  up  area  adjacent  to  The  Green,  where  smaller  and  inadequate 
cesspools  predominate  and  where  certain  septic  tank  installations,  serving  groups 
of  houses  owned  by  the  Council,  are  no  longer  operating  satisfactorily.  Unlike 
the  position  in  Chaldon,  where  most  of  the  properties  were  conveniently  situated 
for  draining  to  sewers  via  short  connections  and  where  there  was  a strong  demand 
for  main  drainage,  a scheme  of  main  drainage  for  Woldingham  is  not  so  likely  to 
find  favour  among  those  residents  occupying  houses  standing  well  back  from  roads 
likely  to  be  sewered,  where  costs  of  making  connections  are  likely  to  be  high. 


(b)  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

This  branch  of  public  cleansing  is  controlled  by  the  Engineer  and 

Surveyor. 


A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  using  five  compression  type 
vehicles  each  of  50  cubic  yards  capacity;  more  frequent  collections  are  made  of 
certain  offensive  types  of  trade  refuse. 

A site  has  been  provided  at  the  Council's  Chaldon  Road  Depot  where 
residents  are  encouraged  to  bring  and  dump  their  waste  materials,  which  cannot 
be  contained  in  a dustbin.  Special  provision  is  also  made  for  the  collection 
of  the  more  cumbersome  forms  of  household  effects. 

The  collected  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a site 
some  3‘2  miles  by  road  from  the  southern  boundary  of  the  urban  district , where  the 
tipping  rights  are  shared  with  the  Godstone  Rural  District  Council.  Negotiations 
are  taking  place  to  obtain  a further  tipping  site  in  the  Godstone  area  for  use  in 
conjunction  with  two  other  interested  local  authorities.  With  the  acquisition  of 
this  site  it  is  estimated  that  the  Council's  tipping  requirements  could  be  extended 
to  cover  a period  of  some  seven  years,  which  would  give  ample  time  to  consider 
alternative  measures  to  deal  with  the  refuse  disposal  problem,  should  it  not  be 
possible  to  find  further  and  adequate  sites  within  a reasonable  distance  which 
could  be  used  for  the  tipping  of  crude  refuse. 

It  has  been  quoted  that  in  twelve  months  Britain's  dustmen  collect 
enough  refuse  to  cover  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  a depth  of  10  feet;  it  follows  that 
with  the  general  adoption  of  more  expensive  and  more  hygienic  methods  for  the 
treatment  and  disposal  of  refuse,  a less  objectionable  and  more  compact  form  of 
cover  could  be  provided  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  not  exceeding  knee  depth,  which 
would  at  least  allow  for  the  respiration  of  its  inhabitants  ! 


(c)  Refuse  storage. 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of  suitable  receptacles  at 
only  six  dwelling  houses  where  accommodation  for  refuse  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  or  absent. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  amounts  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  at  various  food  premises  and  voluntarily  surrendered: - 


Meat . Beef  2 cwts  1 qtr  11  lbs 

Pork  - 3 " 5 " 

Chicken 2 " 0 " 23  " 

Liver l6  " 0 " 

Canned  Foods o 

Meat  Pork/Ham/Tongue/Veal 50  tins 

Corned  Beef l6  " 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 10  " 

Stewed  Steak,  etc 20  " 
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other  Canned  Food  Butter 1 tin 

Cereals 4 tins 

Fish...« 22  ” 

Fruit.... 312  " 

Milk/Milk  Pudding’s.. 20  " 

Vegetables 197  *' 

Meat  Puddings... 1 " 

Soup. 10  ” 

Other  Foods.  Biscuits 838  packets 

Cakes  etc 137  " 

Cereals, 227  " 

Custard  Powder 17  ” 

Dried  Fruit 37  " 

Flour 38  " 

Jam/Marmalade 9 jars 

Jellies 251  packets 

Potato  Crisps 3^3  ” 

Oxo  cubes 864  " 

Sugar  strands l48  " 

Sweets/Chocolate..........  34l  ” 

Tea.... 96  " 

Miscellaneous  Foods 318  ”/jars 


In  addition,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
being  unmarketable 


Frozen  Foods;  Chicken.... 

Pies 

Beef  Slices 

Faggots 

Fruit  Juice 

Fish/Fish  Cakes... 

Fruit 

Mousse 

Pastry, 

Sausages 

Sponges,  Cakes  etc 
Steakettes  etc.... 
Vegetables 


4 

42 


93  packets 

15  " 

15  cartons 
720  packets 

15  ” 

110  " 

61  " 

8 " 


23 

186 

658 


In  addition,  29-4  cwts  of  frozen  foodstuff,  in  a condition  where 
individual  items  could  not  be  recorded,  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 


The  frozen  foods  surrendered  for  destruction  resulted  mainly  from  plant 
refrigeration  failures,  and  since  this  involves  a loss  in  weight  and  quality  of 
the  food  once  defrosted,  it  is  accepted  by  the  trade  as  being  unmarketable. 

Food  Complaints . 


Twenty-five  complaints,  not  all  of  which  were  justified,  were 
received  and  investigated  in  connection  either  with  the  unsoundness  of  food  or 
with  the  presence  of  extraneous  matter  in  food. 

Meat,  delivered  into  the  District  from  an  outside  source,  was  found 
to  be  contaminated  by  rodents,  resulting  in  the  inspection  of  the  suppliers* 
premises  by  the  local  authority  concerned  and  the  imposition  of  fines  for  food 
contraventions  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  aggregating  £150. 


Unlike  the  more  perishable  foods  where  particular  care  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  deterioration,  chocolate  is  not  normally  a product  that  becomes  the 
subject  of  complaint.  Most  foods,  however,  are  likely  to  be  attacked  by  a 
variety  of  insect  pests,  and  chocolate,  in  particular  nut  chocolate,  is  likely 
to  suffer  from  the  activities  of  certain  moths,  resulting  in  the  product 
becoming  maggoty.  Not  all  retailers  are  aware  that  such  an  infestation  can 
become  established  on  premises  in  the  absence  of  satisfactory  rotation  of  stock 
and  regular  cleansing  of  shelves  and  other  fitments.  A complaint  during  the 
year  revealed  such  an  infestation  at  a large  store,  due  to  the  Ephestia  moth, 
which  led  to  the  destruction  of  a certain  amount  of  stock  and  to  steps  being 
taken  to  eliminate  the  infestation. 


Similar  action  was  taken  to  eliminate  an  infestation  reported  at  a 
catering  establishment,  v/here  it  was  found  that  cereals  were  being  attacked  by 
the  saw-tooth  grain  beetle. 
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Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  in  substantiating  food  complaints 
that  tend  to  implicate  either  the  shopkeeper  or  the  manufacturer.  In  one 
instance  the  complainant  produced  a glass  of  orange  squash  containing  black 
specks,  which  her  child  had  refused  to  drink.  The  child,  who  was  present, 
remarked  to  the  Inspector  that  it  could  be  from  a burnt  matchstick;  no 
evidence  of  any  similar  matter  could  be  found  in  the  bottle  from  which  it  was 
poured.  When  taken  away  for  closer  examination,  the  particles  contained  in 
the  squash  were  found  to  be  identical  with  the  charred  remains  of  a matchstick, 
for  which  the  child  was  apparently  responsible  ! 

Fewer  complaints  than  in  the  past  are  now  received  regarding  the 
condition  of  milk  bottles,  but  a dirty  milk  bottle  delivered  to  a local 
resident  resulted  in  a prosecution  being  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  whose 
area  the  milk  was  bottled,  against  the  owners  of  the  establishment  concerned. 
Another  milk  bottle  submitted  to  the  Department  was  subsequently  found  to  have 
been  contaminated  by  shampoo.  The  difficulties  of  dairymen  in  ensuring  that 
such  contaminated  bottles  are  thoroughly  cleansed  can  be  readily  appreciated 
in  the  absence  of  any  visual  indication  of  their  condition;  in  such  cases  they 
are  at  the  mercy  of  those  members  of  the  public  who  misuse  such  containers. 

The  problem  of  the  occasional  dirty  milk  bottle  will  no  doubt  plague  us  until 
general  use  is  made  of  disposable  containers,  for  which  at  present  the  public 
generally  show  no  preference. 

Among  other  complaints  calling  for  some  comment  were  two  regarding 
the  watery  "whites"  of  chicken  eggs.  It  was  alleged  that  abnormal  cooking 
times  were  required  to  ensure  th©  coagulation  of  the  "whites"  or  albumen  content 
of  the  eggs.  Visual  examination  and  "candling"  of  the  eggs  in  the  department 
revealed  no  abnormal  condition  to  justify  complaint.  On  making  further 
enquiries,  however,  information  was  obtained  indicating  that  such  complaints 
were  not  confined  to  this  district  and  that  the  condition  referred  to  was 
commonly  attributed  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  bronchitis  among  laying  birds, 
for  which  no  efficient  vaccine  was  available  to  give  a satisfactory  measure  of 
control.  It  transpired  that  the  incidence  of  infectious  bronchitis  was 
recognised  in  the  trade  and  it  would  appear  that  packing  stations  are  taking  all 
practicable  steps  to  reject  eggs  affected  by  this  disease.  It  is  not  knowii  if 
the  incidence  of  infectious  bronchitis  is  higher  among  chickens  confined  to 
batteries  as  opposed  to  birds  kept  under  free  range  conditions.  Eggs  sold  in 
such  a condition  are  obviously  of  inferior  quality,  but  there  is  no  evidence  to 
suggest  any  harm  arising  from  their  consumption. 

The  occasional  complaint  was  directed  at  stale  or  mouldy  food  where 
there  had  been  ci  failure  either  to  observe  stock  rotation,  or  the  food  had  been 
kept  beyond  its  normal  shelf  life. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  a leaflet  was  sent  to  all  occupiers  of 
food  shops  emphasising  the  precautions  that  should  be  taken  to  ensure  satisfactory 
handling  and  keepj.ng  of  perishable  foodstuffs.  Routine  checks  carried  out 
revealed  some  instances  where  refrigerated  cabinets  were  being  operated  at 
temperatures  higher  than  those  recommended.  This  applied  in  particular  to 
the  older  refrigeration  units  which  are  not  fitted  with  temperature  indicators. 


Milk. 

Twenty-two  distributors  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1959?  as  selling  milk  at  or  from  2k  premises  within  the 
District. 


year. 


Regular  inspections  of  milk  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 


Licences. 


Three  Dealer's  (Pre-packed  Milk)  Licences  were  issued  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  19^3  during  1968. 
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Sampling 


The  results  of  tests  on  samples  of  milk  taken  during  I968  are 
shown  hereunder 


Processed  Milk. 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Methylene  Blue  

Phosphatase  •••  •••  •• 

U.H«T.  Milk. 

Colony  Count  


Passed.  Failed. 
36 

36 

1 


Raw  Milk. 

Untreated  Milk. 

Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  •• 

Eight  samples  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of 
brucella  gave  negative  results. 


Ice-cream. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  89  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  including  one  premise  also  registered 
for  the  manufacture  of  this  commodity. 

Eight  ice-cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  one  sample  taken  from 
a mobile  trader,  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  With  modern  methods  of 
manufacture  and  control  and  improvements  in  handling  and  keeping  techniques, 
there  is  now  less  need  for  the  frequent  sampling  of  ice-cream  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Six  ice-cream  samples,  including  two  ’’dairy"  ice-cream,  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  quality  test,  proved  satisfactory. 

Ice-cream  must  contain  not  less  than  ^/o  fat  and  7^  solids  and  where 
prefixed  by  the  words  "Cornish"  or  "dairy"  the  5%  fat  content  must  be  derived 
from  milk. 


Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

Ninety  samples,  as  detailed  below,  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analysts  (Messrs  Moir  & Palgrave,  of  I6  Southwark  Street,  S.E.l)  for  analysis:- 


Number  of  Samples 
analysed 

Samples  found  to  be 
Adulterated  or  Irregular 

1 ■ ' '1 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

1 

j All  Strength  Yeast 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

, Beef  Stroganoff  Sauce  Mix 
! Black  Ciirrant  and  Apple 

— 

1 

1 

i Sauce  Pudding 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 Blueberry  Conserve 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

I Butter  Cookies 

1 

1 

- 

- 

! Butter  Shortcake 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

jCal  Fresh 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 Carried  Forward 

L 

7 

7 

. 

1 

1 
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Number  of  Samples 
analysed 


Samples  found  to  be 
Adulterated  or  Irregular 


F ormal 

j Informal 

i 

Total 

1 Formal 

! Informal 

Brought  forward 

- 

i 7' 

7 

- 

1 

Cheese  (Soft) 

— 

i 1 

I 1 

Cheese  Spread 

- 

i 2 

1 2 

- 

- 

Cherry  Dumpling 

- 

1 1 

1 1 

- 

- 

Chewits 

- 

1 1 

, 1 

- 

Chicken  Gravy  Mix 

- 

j 1 

1 

- 

- 

Chicken  Supreme  with  Rice 

- 

2 

; 2 

- 

2 

Chicken  and  Veal  Paste 

- 

1 

j 1 

- 

Chip-Dip  (Onion  Flavour) 

- 

1 

i 1 

- 

- 

Chocolate  Cream 

- 

1 

: 1 

- 

- 

Chocolate  Creme 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Concentrated  Tomato  Paste 

- 

1 

! 1 

- 

- 

Dessert  Mix 

- 

1 

1 1 

- 

1 

Eel  Mayonnaise 

- 

1 

i 1 

- 

- 

Egg  Vermicelli 

- 

1 

I 1 

- 

- 

Fruit  Pie 

— 

1 

! 1 

- 

- 

Food  Colours 

- 

1 

! ;i 

- 

1 

Garlic  French  Salad  Dressing 

- 

1 

i 1 

- 

- 

Gin 

2 

- 

1 2 

- 

- 

Ginger  Punch 

- 

1 

i 1 

- 

- 

Glucose  Tablets 

1 

! 1 

- 

- 

Hot  Toast  Savoury  with  Ham 

1 

1 1 

- 

- 

Ice  Cream  (Dairy) 

- 

2 

1 2 

- 

- 

Ice  Cream 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Iced  Lemon  Tea  Mix 

- 

1 

1 1 

- 

- 

Instant  Apple  Flakes 

- 

1 

! 1 

- 

- 

Irish  Coffee  Bar 

- 

1 

i 1 

- 

- 

Jelly  (Quince) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Jelly  Cream 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Lemon  Juice 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Liquid  Wine  Finings 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Liverwurt  Paste 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Low  Fat  Spread 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Lumpfish  Caviar 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Meat  Sauce 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Milk  - Channel  Islands 

7 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- Homogenised 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- Pasteurised 

6 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- Sterilised 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- U.H.T. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- Untreated 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Milk  Powder  (Skimmed) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Minced  Beef  & Onion  with 

Gravy 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Mousse 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Mushroom  white  Sauce  Mix 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Orange  Drink 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Orange  8c  Honey  Conserve 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Pork  8c  Goose  Liver  Paste 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Potato  (Dried) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Quick  Jel 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Savoury  Beef 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Savoury  Beef  in 

1 

1 

^ 1 

— 

Sauce  Chocolat 

- 

1 

1 

i 

- 

Sausage  Meat  (Pork) 

- 

1 

- 1 

- 

Soya  Sauce 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Swiss  Dessert 

- 

1 

1 

i 

- 

Toasty  Grills 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Vegetable  Concentrate 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Vegetables  8c  Chicken  Cereal 

- 

1 1 

1 

- 

- 

Vegetables,  Egg  N^oggs  8c 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Vitamin  Tablets 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Whisky 

3 

1 

! 

3 

- 

— 

Totals 

i 

?.i  1 

69 

90 

1 

7 

7 


Of  the  90  samples  taken  for  analysis  ^i1?e,  or  of  the  total, 

were  found  to  be  irregular  as  against  8.3  for  the  year  I967. 

Referring  to  the  irregular  samples 

The  product  called  "Low  Fat  Spread"  was  considered  irregular 
inasmuch  as  it  was  identical  in  composition  with  margarine  but  contained 
water  in  excess  of  509^?  whereas  the  water  content  for  margarine  is  limited 
to  a maximum  l6?^.  Although  the  product  conformed  with  the  definition  of 
margarine,  it  was  eventually  accepted  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  this  article  under  a different  description  to  that  of  margarine  with 
the  higher  water  content;  it  transpired  that  the  sale  of  an  article  similarly 
constituted  under  a description  other  than  margarine  had  been  contested  in  the 
Courts  by  another  local  authority,  which  resulted  in  the  case  going  in  favour 
of  the  defendants. 

The  meat  content  of  both  Chicken  Supreme  with  Rice  (48, 6?^)  and  Minced 
Beef  with  Onion  (38.39^)  was  considered  to  be  too  low  on  the  presumption,  in  the 
absence  of  any  fixed  statutory  standard,  that  these  products  should  have 
contained  a minimum  meat  content  of  not  less  than  605o  and  50%  respectively. 

In  the  past  the  onus  has  been  on  the  Courts  to  decide  what  is  acceptable  as 
a reasonable  meat  content  for  such  products,  but  with  the  introduction  of 
the  Canned  Meat  Product  Regulations,  196?,  which  come  into  force  in  1969? 
statutory  standards  for  various  canned  meat  products  will  apply,  which  simplifies 
the  procedure  for  proving  an  offence.  The  firms  concerned  acknowledge  their 
intention  to  reformulate  their  products  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

The  remaining  products  reported  upon  as  irregular  offended  labelling 
requirements  and  in  these  cases  agreements  were  reached  for  the  labelling 
to  be  suitably  revised. 

The  average  composition  of  the  I8  satisfactory  samples  of  milk 
submitted  for  analysis  was  as  under: - 

Channel  Islands  Milk. 


Solids  non  Fat  (legal  standard  8.5%)  • • • 8.8% 

Milk  Fat  (legal  standard  4%)  ...  4,4% 

Milk  excluding  South  Devon  and  Channel  Islands  Milk. 

Solids  non  Fat  (legal  standard  8.5%)  •••  8,6% 

Milk  Fat  (legal  standard  3%)  •••  3*7% 


Pesticide  Residues  in  Foodstuffs. 

The  scheme  for  the  sampling  of  food  for  evidence  of  pesticides  over 
a period  of  two  years,  undertaken  in  collaboration  with  other  food  and  drugs 
authorities,  was  concluded  during  the  year. 

The  samples  taken  by  this  Council  were  confined  to  samples  of 
eggs  and  pork,  neither  of  which  contained  an  excess  of  pesticides. 

The  report  on  the  first  year's  results  indicated  that  there  was 
no  appreciable  risk  to  man  arising  from  the  levels  of  pesticides  found.  The 
report  on  the  second  year’s  results  is  awaited. 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  19^3 « 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 


Food  Hygiene. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I96O. 

There  are  23O  food  premises  in  the  District,  a reduction  of  eight 
over  the  196?  total.  The  table  overleaf  lists  these  premises,  categorised 
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by  trade,  where  Regulations  l6  a^d  19  apply: - 


! No. 

Number  of  Premises 

Premises 

1 

! of 

i 

premises 

fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  l6. 

to  which  Reg. 
19  applies. 

. 

fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  19. 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Butchers 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars 

19 

19 

19 

19 

etc. 

Public  Houses,  Hotels 

32 

31 

32 

32 

etc. 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Confectioners 

47 

47 

47 

47 

Fish  Shops 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Greengrocers 

27 

26 

27 

27 

Grocers 

52 

47 

52 

52 

General  Stores 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Supermarkets 

4 

3 

4 

4 

Totals 

1 



230 

220 

230 

230 

The  above  table  is  submitted  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry. 
Regulation  l6  applies  to  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  washing  facilities, 
including  wash  basins,  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  soap,  towels,  nail  brushes  etc. 
Regulation  19  applies  to  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  facilities  for  washing 
food  and  equipment,  including  sinks,  hot  and  cold  water,  provision  of  cleansing 
agents  and  drying  facilities  etc.  The  failure  to  comply  with  the  Regulations 
as  indicated  involved  contraventions  or  omissions  of  a minor  nature. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  premises  registered  under  S,l6  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  were  as  under: - 

For  manufacture,  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  ...  1 

For  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  ...  84 

For  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 

preserved  foods  ...  4l 


Food  premises  accounted  for  694  visits. 


The  following  improvements  or  requirements  associated  with  food  premises 
or  food  vehicles  were  secured: - 


Sinks  provided  or  renewed  1 
Wash  hand  basins  provided  2 
Constant  supply  of  hot  water  provided  7 
Lighting  and/or  ventilation  improved  6 
Artificial  lighting  to  W.C's  provided  3 
Impervious  surfaces  provided  or  renewed  6 
Sanitary  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  7 
Sanitary  fittings  cleansed  6 
Nail  brushes  provided  15 
Soap  and  towels  provided  11 
First-aid  outfits  provided  6 
"V/ash  your  Hands”  notices  provided  17 
Food  vehicles  repaired  and/or  cleansed  4 
Hot  water  provided  on  food  vehicles  6 
Washhand  basins  provided  on  food  vehicles  4 
Name  and  address  provided  on  food  vehicles  3 
Walls  repaired  10 
Ceilings  repaired  1 
Doors  repaired  2 
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Floors  repaired  1 
Floor  coverings  renewed  6 
Equipment  or  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  4 
Equipment  or  fittings  cleansed  35 
Dirty  walls  cleansed  35 
Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  19 
Dirty  floors  cleansed  l4 
Windows  cleansed  1 
Refuse  receptacles  provided  9 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  6 
Unsatisfactory  temperature  to  refrigerators  2 
Warnings  re  food  exposed  to  contamination  6 
Warnings  to  offenders  re  smoking  1 
Storage  of  frozen  food  above  load  line  6 
Yards  cleansed  5 
Miscellaneous  13 


Continual  advances  are  being  made  in  food  packing  and  preservation 
techniques  and  the  general  use  of  refrigerated  cabinets  in  food  shops  enables 
quality  foods  to  be  preserved  and  sold  in  prime  condition,  provided  strict 
rotation  of  stock  is  observed  and  the  refrigeration  units  are  properly 
operated. 


Little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters 
calling  for  attention  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which,  on  the  whole, 
were  well  observed  by  shopkeepers  and  itinerant  vendors. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  District. 


GAME  ACT,  1831. 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  deal  in  game  were  considered  and 
granted  to  local  shopkeepers  during  the  year. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  work  of  dealing  with  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9*  The 
year's  work  is  summarised  hereunder 

Surface  Infestations, 


Number  of  complaints  received  382 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  382 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification  II70 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  209 

(b)  Mice  (including  Field  Mice)  8l 

Total  number  of  premises  inspected  for  rats/mice 

for  reasons  other  than  notification  8? 

Number  infested  by  (a)  Rats  3 

(b)  Mice 


The  cost  of  disinfestation  is  recovered  where  carried  out  at 
premises  other  than  private  dwellings. 

A complaint  of  noises  emanating  from  the  roof  space  of  a house 
revealed  that  this  was  due  to  the  presence  of  both  birds  and  rats.  It 
transpired  that  rats  had  gained  access  into  the  roof  space  via  a defective  air 
grating  in  a cavity  wall  and  were  dining  off  roosting  starlings  which  had 
obtained  entry  under  the  eaves  I 

Warfarin,  a relatively  safe  poison,  continues  to  be  used  successfully 
and  no  evidence  of  immunity  developing  among  the  rat  and  mouse  population  to 
this  poison  has  been  observed  in  this  District, 

No  surface  infestation  of  a major  character  was  encountered  during 

the  year. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT. 


Excessive  noise  or  vibration  may  be  dealt  with  as  a nuisance  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Noise  complaints  received  did  not  fall  into  any 
particular  category,  as  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years  when  the  main  cause 
for  complaint  arose  from  the  operation  of  pneumatic  drills,  mainly  employed  on 
road  works.  The  action  taken  in  the  past  by  the  Council’s  inspectors  in 
pressing  contractors  to  fit  mufflers  to  such  appliances  appears  to  have  had 
some  effect. 

Referring  to  the  more  serious  forms  of  complaint,  considerable  noise 
at  a local  factory  was  overcome  by  the  fitting  of  an  effective  silencing 
device. 


Noise  from  several  petrol  and  diesel  operated  pumps  employed  day 
and  night  to  cope  with  flooding  at  office  premises,  due  to  a rise  in  the 
water  table  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bourne,  which  was  not  so  evident  during 
the  day  against  the  background  of  traffic  noise,  proved  to  be  disturbing  at 
night  to  a number  of  residents  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  provision  of  quieter 
and  more  efficient  electrically  driven  pumps  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
noise  to  within  acceptable  limits. 

Objection  was  raised  to  the  noise  emanating  from  a building  site, 
arising  from  the  operation  of  a diesel  engine  which  was  used  for  keeping 
bitumen  activated  in  a tank  overnight.  The  situation  was  remedied  by  arranging 
for  the  plant  to  be  closed  down  at  night. 

The  changing  attitude  to  noise  indicates  a greater  readiness  on  the 
part  of  offenders  to  co-operate  voluntarily  in  measures  to  prevent  offence  being 
given. 


Particular  attention  is  given  by  the  Council’s  Inspectors  to  the 
installation  of  plant  at  such  premises  as  launderettes,  dry  cleaning  establish- 
ments and  fish  frying  premises,  to  which  noise  complaints  have  been  directed 
in  the  past. 

To  keep  abreast  with  the  mounting  problem  of  noise,  one  of  the 
Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors  attended  an  approved  course  on  noise  control 
during  the  year. 


CLEAN  AIR. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  together  with  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
give  a measure  of  control  over  emissions  of  smoke,  soot,  ash,  grit,  dust  and 
effluvia.  Complaints  in  the  District  during  1968  were  mainly  confined  to  garden 
bonfires  and  trade  bonfires,  the  latter  mostly  arising  from  the  burning  of  trees 
and  vegetation  on  land  being  prepared  for  development. 

Action  by  the  Council  to  invoke  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  would  be  legally  justified  where  a bonfire  could  be  proved  to 
be  so  persistent  as  to  be  a serious  public  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
neighbourhood.  Such  conditions  seldom  prevail  in  connection  with  garden 
bonfires,  which  are  largely  intermittent  and  localised  in  effect.  It  gives 
no  comfort  to  complainants  in  such  cases  to  be  informed  that  they  are  entitled 
to  seek  redress  through  the  Courts  by  taking  private  action.  However,  in 
instances  where  there  has  been  reasonable  cause  for  complaint,  the  Council’s 
Inspectors  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  approach  offenders  and  to  request 
them  to  exercise  care  and  restraint  as  a measure  in  support  of  good  public 
relations. 


Complaints  v;ere  directed  to  the  burning  of  materials  at  an  isolated 
site  occupied  by  scrap  metal  dealers,  who  were  disposed  to  operate  bonfires 
during  the  evenings  and  at  weekends.  Although  it  could  be  said  that  the 
plumes  of  dense  smoke  arising  in  the  air  over  the  countryside,  and  the  sight 
of  blazing  bonfires  at  night,  were  detrimental  to  amenity,  no  proof  of  the 
existence  of  a statutory  nuisance  was  forthcoming.  The  dealers  responsible 
were  urged  to  confine  their  activities  to  normal  working  hours  and  to  avoid 
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the  burning  of  rubber,  tar  compounds  and  other  materials  likely  to  give 
rise  to  complaint. 

A provision  in  the  Clean  Air  Act  I968  applying  to  smoke  emitted 
from  any  industrial  or  trade  premises  will  have  the  effect,  when  brought 
into  force,  of  restricting  the  density  of  smoke  emitted  by  trade  bonfires,  'e, 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950.  1 

.6 

At  the  end  of  I968  there  were  379  shops  on  the  Register. 

The  following  visits  were  made: 

Inspections  I36 

Re-inspections  4 
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Patrols  were  carried  out  as  under: - 

During  afternoon  of  early  closing  days  21 

During  Sundays  8 

The  following  contraventions  were  dealt  with: 

Absence  of  statutory  notices,  forms  or  records: 

Assistants  weekly  half  holiday 

notice  1 

Records  relating  to  the  employment 

of  young  persons  3 4 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963. 

Contraventions  under  the  Act  continue  to  dwindle  as  occupiers  and 
owners  of  premises  have  become  more  familiar  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Act.  Omissions  are  now  mainly  confined  to  the  less  important  and  somewhat 
minor  infringements,  such  as  the  lack  of  adequate  first-aid  equipment  or  the 
failure  to  display  Abstracts  of  the  Act,  as  referred  to  in  the  accompanying 
table  of  contraventions.  The  co-operation  of  those  occupiers  and  owners 
concerned  is  assured  almost  without  exception,  and  few  problems  are  now  met  l 
witji  in  administering  the  Act.  5 

Some  shop  fitters  and  contractors  continue  to  ignore  the  necessity  } 
to  make  provision  for  adequate  ventilation,  but  a close  check  on  the  plans  5 
submitted  to  the  Council  usually  reveals  such  omissions,  which  are  followed 
up  and  rectified  by  the  Council’s  Inspectors  before  any  work  is  commenced.  5 

L 

Improvements  in  the  heating  and  lighting  of  premises  have  been 
noted  following  the  taking  of  light  meter  readings  and  the  checking  of  5 

temperature  requirements.  The  purchase  and  subsequent  employment  by  the 
Council’s  Inspector  of  an  accurate  electronic  thermometer  revealed  that  some  j 
of  the  cheaper  thermometers  provided  at  premises  were  far  from  accurate;  in  ; 
one  instance  the  thermometer  checked  on  shop  premises  gave  a reading  7 F 
lower  than  the  actual  temperature,  whilst  others,  to  a lesser  degree, 
indicated  readings  higher  or  lower  than  the  prevailing  room  temperature;  in 
effect , no  reliance  can  be  safely  placed  on  the  accuracy  of  thermometers 
provided  at  such  premises.  ; 

Dating  back  to  the  inception  of  the  Act , apart  from  one  complaint  ; 
of  glare  from  lighting  made  at  the  time  of  inspection,  it  cannot  be  recalled 
that  any  employee  has  lodged  a complaint  regarding  unsatisfactory  conditions 
at  premises  an  Che  District. 

Four  accidents  were  notified  during  the  course  of  the  year,  but 
none  of  those  involved  neglect  of  safety  precautions.  Throe  of  these  were 


38 


e\vji\jivo~>jvxj03cr\-'slCDcr\  vx)On  0\  t\3-F")— 


reported  by  one  firm,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  there  has  been 
a failure  in  some  cases  to  notify  the  occurrence  of  accidents.  Enquiries 
are  being  made  to  ascertain  to  what  extent,  if  any,  there  has  been  a failure 
to  comply  with  the  relevant  provision  of  the  Act, 

i Contraventions  found  and  remedied  during  the  year  1968. 


CHOPS  etc.  OFFICES  | 
Contraventions  Contraventions  i 
Found  Remedied*  Found  Remedied* [ 


1 ' 

1 

j Lack  of  cleanliness 

! 2 

7 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

j Overcrowding 

> ^ 

1 

! Inadequate  ventilation 

‘ 1 

1 

1 

' Inadequate  heating 

i ““ 

j 1 

— 

j Absence  thermometers 

i 8 

1 10 

2 

2 

j Inadequate  lighting 

Absence  of  suitable  disposable  sanitary 

1 

i 

j - 

- 

- 

dressings 

i 

I 

- 

- 

j Sanitary  Conveniences  - Absence  of 

- 

i 

1 

_ 

1 Insufficient 

1 

1 1 

- 

j Ventilation 

— 

i ^ 

1 Lighting 

3 

1 

2 

2 

j Marking 

Washing  Facilities 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

Insufficient,  or  absence  of 

1 

1 

Ventilation 

1 

_ 

- 

Lighting 

- 

Marking 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply 

1 

2 

Lack  of  soap  and/or  towel 

- 

“ 1 

Absence  supply  of  - Drinking  water 

- 

_ 

1 

Drinking  vessels 

“ 

1 

1 1 

Absence  accommodation  for  clothing 

1 1 

i 

Absence  accommodation  for  drying  clothing 

1 

j 

1 1 

" ! 

Absence  of  facilities  for  taking  meals 

1 

i 

1 

Absence  seating  facilities 

Unsatisfactory  or  obstructed  condition  of 

1 

1 

1 

” i 

i 

floors,  stairs,  passages 

2 

10 

1 

2 1 

Inadequate  guarding  of  machinery 

4 

2 

i 

1 j 

Absence  first-aid  equipment 

10 

11 

3 ^ 

1 

Failure  to  display  Abstract  of  Act 

11 

14  1 

7 

- 

Failure  to  register  premises 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous 

1 i 

10  1 

— 1 

- 

Total 

1 

00 

H 

1 

17  ; 

10  ! 

t 

* includes  notices  complied  with  from  previous  years. 


The  following  statistics  were  included  in  the  Annual  Report  for  I968 
as  required  to  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour: - 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


i 

i 

Class  of  Premises  ! 

i 

No  of 

premises  newly 
registered 
during  the  year 

I Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

iNo.  of  registered 

1 premises  receiving  one 
; or  more  general  inspect: 
i ions  during  the  year. 

1 

Offices  j 

7 

86 

30 

Retail  shops  1 

10 

167 

87 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  j 

5 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments  openj 

1 

to  the  public,  canteens  { 

23 

6 i 

Fuel  storage  depots  ; 

**  1 

- 

- 

I 

TOTAL  1 

— >» 

21  j 

J 

283 

123 

39 


TABLE  B 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general 
inspections)  to  registered  premises 


298 


TABLE  C - Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed  in  registered  premises 
at  end  of  year. 
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Class  or  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

16 

Offices 

1789 

24 

34 

Retail  Shops 

670 

31 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

14 

34 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

12 

the  public 

l4l 

Canteens 

39 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

Total 

2653  (total  males  IO6I 

36 

" females  1592) 


TABLE  D - Exemptions 


26 

19 


Action  required  to  be  taken  arising  from 
applications  for  exemption  in  respect  of:- 


Space  ) 
Temperature  ) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  ) 
Washing  Facilities  ) 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 


None 


Two  applications  for  licences  were  received  during  the  year.  At  the 
premises  concerned,  satisfactory  provision  was  made  as  regards  accommodation, 
cleanliness,  attendance,  food  and  drink. 


16 

18 

17 
6 

18 
19 
17 
29 
25 

25 

26 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1965. 


Two  licences  were  granted  during  the  year,  one  applying  to  the 
renewal  of  a boarding  licence  for  65  dogs  and  the  other  in  respect  of  the 
renewal  of  a licence  for  boarding  50  cats. 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1964. 

The  Act  applies  to  occupiers  of  riding  establishments  where  horses 
are  let  out  on  hire.  Before  a licence  is  issued,  the  Council  is  required  to 
be  satisfied  (by  a veterinary  officer)  that  the  occupier  is  a fit  and  proper 
person  to  run  such  a business  and,  inter  alia,  that  the  horses  kept  are 
suitable  and  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  that  satisfactory  provision  has 
been  made  for  their  accommodation,  feeding,  watering,  grazing,  equipage  and 
exercise,  for  the  control  of  infectious  and  contagious  disease,  and  for  the 
taking  of  precautions  against  fire  on  the  premises. 


52 

3 
16 
10 
26 
24 

56 

L 

4 
16 

9 

?3 


Five  applications  for  renewal  of  licences  under  the  Act  were  received 
and  granted  for  the  year. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964. 

Two  aprJ i cations , one  for  registration  and  one  for  re-registration 
as  scrap  metal  dealers,  were  received  during  I968.  The  number  of  dealers  on 
the  Council 'g  i-egister  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  three. 


-5 

>1 

-3 


4 


40 


DISINFESTATION. 


Nine  premises  were  treated  during  the  year  for  various  infestations 
by  insect  pests,  including  one  for  an  infestation  by  bed  bugs,  an  occurrence 
now  seldom  met  with  in  this  District. 

The  destruction  of  wasps  is  only  undertaken  by  the  department  where 
undue  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dealing  with  such  infestations  or  where 
members  of  the  general  public  are  seriously  inconvenienced.  Residents 
reporting  wasps'  nests  are  advised  on  the  treatment  to  follow  and  are  also 
referred  to  a private  individual  who  is  prepared  to  deal  with  such  infestations 
on  the  payment  of  a fee. 
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19 
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14 
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17 
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11 
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16 

Housing 

25 

Children's  Officer 

16 

Houses  demolished 

25 
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13 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation 

26 

Citizens  Advice  Bureau 

19 

Clean  Air 

37 

Clinics 

11, 

16 
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15 
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32 

of 

23 

Illegitimacy 

3 
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29, 

30 
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16 

Immunisation 

9, 

10 
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26 

D. 
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24 

Improvements  - food  hygiene 

35, 

36 

Day  Care 

12 
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3, 

L 

Day  Centre 

13 
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3, 

4 

Day  Nurseries 

16 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

16 
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4, 

5 
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Death  Rate 

3, 

4 
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8, 

9 

Demolition  Orders 

25 
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23 
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16 

Diphtheria 

9 
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26 

L. 

Disinfestation 

41 

District  Nurses 

18 

Laboratory  Facilities 

15 

D^’-sentery 

12 
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31 
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13 
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E. 

Regulations 

34 

Emergency  Midvri-fery 

17 
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M. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

3 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District 

23 

Measles  2, 

10 

Sanitary  Improvements 

24 

Medical  Loan  Equipment 

17 

Scabies  and  Lice 

19 

Mental  Health/Social  Worker 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Midvifery  (emergency) 

17 

Schools 

28 

Midlives 

18 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

40 

Milk 

31 

Sewerage 

15 

Milk  - composition  of 

34 

Shops  Act,  1950 

38 

Milk  Licences 

31 

Slum  Clearance 

25 

Milk  Sampling 

32 

Smallpox 

10 

Moral  Welfare  Visitor 

19 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

16 

Mortality  Rates 

3 

Social  Workers 

19 

Mothercraft  & Relaxation 

Staff 

1, 

22 

Classes 

16 

Standard  Grants 

Statistical  and  Social 

26 

Conditions  of  the  Area 

3 

K. 

Stillbirths 

3, 

4 

Supervision  of  Food 

29 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

3 

Sv^imming  Baths 

15 

Noise  Abatement 

37 

Notices  Served  21^., 

Notifiable  Infectious 

25 

T. 

Diseases  7> 

8 

Nurseries 

16 

Tetanus 

10 

N.S.P.C.C. 

19 

Tuberculosis 

10, 

11 

0. 

Occupied  houses 

Typhoid  Fever 

10 

3 

V. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railvjay 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

10 

Premises  Act,  1963  38, 39? 

40 

Vaccination  Clinics 

16 

Old  People's  Home 

19 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics 

17 

Old  People's  Welfare  Assn. 

19 

' Vital  Statistics 

3 

Ophthalmic  & Refraction  Clinic 

16 

Orthodontic  Clinic 

16 

Outworkers 

21 

W. 

Overcrowding 

26 

Wasps 

41 

Water  Supply 

13, 

34 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

W.R.V.S. 

19 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
Pesticide  Residues  in 

3 

Foodstuffs 

34 

z. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

40 

11 

Physiotherapy  Clinics 

16 

X-ray  Unit 

Poliomyelitis  - acute 

9 

Population 

3 

Premises  Registered 

35 

Public  Cleansing 

28 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

1 

Radioactive  Substances  15 

Rainfall  1^ 

Rateable  Value  3 

Rats  and  Mice  36 

Refuse  Storage,  Collection 

and  Disposal  29 

Relaxation  and  Mother craft 

Classes  l6 

Riding  Establishments  Act, 

1963  40 
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